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are interchanged, small gossip is retailed, and
sometimes the merits of the different Govern-
ment officials are discussed. If some of them are
musically inclined, they bring with them their
guitars (vina) and drums, when a rustic concert
is started, and ballads and ditties composed in
honour of some notables are sung, as well as
humorous songs. About 11 o'clock P.M. they
all retire, when every light is extinguished, and,
save for the occasional barking of the dogs, the
village reposes calm and tranquil in the stillness
of the night.
Marriages, births        The Kunbi g<^rally marries his
and deaths.         children when tliey   reach the age
of nine or ten.
The first ceremony that takes place is the
mungni, or betrothal, and one or two years
subsequently the marriage itself is celebrated.
The months of Vaisak, Jayste, Margayswur,
M&gh, and Ph&lgun (answering to May, June,
December, February and March) are considered
very propitious, and it is chiefly during these
months that marriages are celebrated. The